
 

Louisiana State Supreme Court Hears Charter School Funding Lawsuit;  
Supporters Say: We Are Public Schools 

 
NEW ORLEANS – On behalf of 16,000 public school students, education rights advocates, including 
(organization name), are asking the Louisiana Supreme Court to uphold the constitutional rights of state-
funded Type 2 charter schools. The case will be heard next week on September 5, 2017 and is the 
culmination of a years-long fight for the 32 schools that receive dollars from a state-run funding program. 
Opponents of school choice are challenging both the public nature and funding of these schools. 
 
[Quote from Exec Director/President/CEO of organization] 
“This case directly threatens the choice of parents and families to obtain a quality public education by 
seeking to strip these schools of their state funding,” said (Name/Title/Organization). “Parents have 
already spoken on this matter by choosing community charter schools for tens of thousands of students.” 
 
(Name of Organization) fully supports the Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools (LAPCS) and 
the seven Type 2 public charter schools named in the lawsuit and is asking the state’s highest court to 
uphold the constitutional rights of Type 2 public charter schools to receive Minimum Foundation Program 
(MFP) funding. 
 
LAPCS intervened in the 2014 lawsuit brought by the Louisiana Association of Educators and the 
Iberville Parish School Board and is asking the Court to assert once and for all that charter schools are 
public schools and are entitled by the Louisiana Constitution to receive the same K-12 public school 
state funding protections as their traditional public school counterparts. 
 
[Quote from Exec Director/President/CEO of organization] 
“For 20 years, public charter schools have received funding and unwavering support from governors and 
legislators from both parties,” said (name). “It’s time to stop litigating and start educating. Let the money 
follow our kids into those classrooms, not into the pockets of more lawyers.”  
 
(name organization) is looking for a favorable ruling and believes the Court has an opportunity to send a 
strong message to other states across the nation that public school students deserve equitable funding, 
regardless of the public school they attend. 
 
Type 2 charter schools joining LAPCS in the lawsuit include Community School for Apprenticeship 
Learning, Inc.; Lake Charles Academy Foundation, Inc.; The International School of Louisiana, New 
Orleans Military and Maritime Academy, Inc.; Delta Charter Group; Delhi Charter School; and Glencoe 
Education Foundation, Inc. 
 
About Public Charter Schools 
Public charter schools are independent, public, and tuition-free schools that are given the freedom to be 
more innovative while being held accountable for advancing student achievement. Since 2010, many 
independent research studies have found that students in charter schools do better in school than their 
traditional school peers. For example, one study by the Center for Research on Education Outcomes at 
Stanford University found that charter schools do a better job teaching low income students, minority 
students, and students who are still learning English than traditional schools.  
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